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Our thoughts and prayers are very much with our Year 12 students [and their families!] who are sitting the 2016 HSC 
exams that begin with English Paper I on Thursday morning.  A record 77,000 students are enrolled in the HSC 
course this year, along with 19 of our Year 11 students who have accelerated in Mathematics and will sit their HSC 
exam a year early.  The written exams take place over 17 days between Thursday 13

th
 October and Friday 

4
th

 November. There are 116 different exam papers and the last exam for Aquinians, will be our Design & 
Technology students who sit their exam on 4

th
 November.  Please keep them all in your prayers as they complete 

their final study preparations and sit their last school based exams.  I would also like to acknowledge their teachers 
who have been giving them feedback via email over the break and to those staff were very generous in giving up 
their holiday time to allow the College Resource Centre to be open in last school holidays to give the Year 12s 
another study option or opportunity to catch up with their teachers. 
 
Congratulations to Rebeca Deen [Year 12] for her nomination for Callback 2016, which is the selection of 
outstanding performances and Film Technology projects from HSC Dance students.  Whilst a nomination is also 
dependent on a number of other editorial criteria for actual inclusion on the show, including styles presented, timing 
and so on, for Rebecca to be nominated is testament to her preparation and diligence.  Break a leg! 
 
Congratulations also to Jayden Brailey [Class of 2014] who was recently named the Dally M Holden Cup player of 
the year, representing the Cronulla Sharks.  Well done Jayden. 
 
On the last Wednesday night of Term 3 we held the Year 12 Final Mass and Graduation in the John Paul II Hall.  It 

was a terrific finale to mark the completion of the academic year and their formal schooling for the Class of 2016.  I 

would like to thank Fr Mani Manal, our Parish Administrator for celebrating liturgy with us and would like to 

acknowledge the work of Mr OôConnor [Religious Education Coordinator], Mrs Monk [Assistant REC] in organising 

the liturgy along with Mrs Bosi who arranged such beautiful music for the mass.  Thanks also go to Ms Mirabello and 

Mr Nastasi for arranging the myriad of details for the Graduation ceremony that followed.  A final thanks to the Year 

12 Pastoral Team led by Mrs Vukovic, Year 12 Coordinator, for so capably caring for their charges over the last 

three years.  The first awards presented were the first place getters in each subject decided on by their 

school-based assessment results.  Congratulations to the following students; 

 

 
Travis Adelerhof Industrial Technology Timber & Mathematics General 2 

Sandra Babunski Geography 

Maddison Bonnette Senior Science 

Cassandra Bruce Ancient History, Drama & Extension History & Studies of Religion 1 

Ciara Bryant Biology 

Joshua Busin Construction 

Renae Denyer Business Services 

Julia Field Mathematics General 1 
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Two other students were the recipients of 1

st
 places in the Mathematics and Mathematics Extension 1 courses but 

were not present on the evening, because they are in Year 11 and will receive their awards at the Year 7-11 awards 
ceremony in Term 4. They are a testament to the success of the accelerated Mathematics program and to that end I 
would congratulate Jessica Arfanis for being first place in Mathematics and Blake Diamond for first place in 
Extension 1 Mathematics. 
 

Our 2016 Timor L®ste immersion is continuing this week and Mr McGrath has been in contact, reporting that the 
group is well and greatly enjoying the experience.  We look forward to their safe return on Wednesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also keep the Bonnici family in your thoughts and prayers as Lauraôs [Year 11] grandmother passed away 
during the holidays. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her.  
May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

 
James Corcoran 
Principal 

Dylan Foskett English Extension 1 & English Extension 2 

Stephanie Hallal English Standard 

Alana Halliday Design and Technology, 

Jackson Harris Fitness 

Vincent Holdom Chemistry & Physics 

Liam Jefferys Economics 

Niamh Kennedy Visual Arts & Software, Design and Development 

Laura Muller Italian Beginners 

Mikaela Newhouse Religion, Catholic Studies 

Bianca Orlando Community and Family Studies 

Alicia Patrick Biology & Business Studies 

Stephanie Sargeant Music I 

Joshua Swan English Advanced, PDHPE; Modern History, Legal Studies & 
Studies of Religion 2 

Madison Vangi Italian Continuers 

April Verjoustinsky Food Technology 

Kristina Yannopoulos Hospitality Operations 

Abby Williams English Studies 
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Acting Assistant Principal  

A warm welcome back to Term 4 to the entire Aquinas Catholic College Community. 
 
HSC Examinations 2016 
 
This week 77,000 students commence the Higher School Examinations this Thursday and continue for the next 4 weeks. For 
parents it is stressful and yet a time of great joy as they complete 13 years of schooling and many óreal lifeô opportunities now 
present themselves to them. Can I take this opportunity to wish our Year 12 students along with the parents/carers all the very 
best at this time and along with the entire Aquinas community we will continue to keep them in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Absentee Notes 
 
Could I remind all parents and carers that a hard copy letter explaining a reason for a student absence must be supplied to 
Pastoral teachers when the student returns to school. If students have been absent for an assessment task an Original Doctorôs 
certificate must be handed in on the day of returning to school. Students who do not bring a letter explaining their absence will 
be marked officially as Unexplained or Unjustified after 7 days. This data is reported directly to government authorities at 
regular intervals through our electronic roll marking. After 7 days an official roll cannot be changed even if a letter is supplied 
after the 7 day period. We thank you for your understanding in meeting our government requirements. 
 

Opal Cards 
 
Students are reminded that a registered and working Opal card must be produced when boarding or getting off a bus. The same 
applies to those students who catch a train. The bus company has asked us to remind the school community that the correct fare 

must be tendered if a valid/registered Opal Card cannot be produced on the Opal Card Readers. Parents are asked to check with 
their child that the Opal card is showing the correct message when boarding. The Opal card website may need to be accessed to 

register or update any required information if errors are reported. 

Key Dates 

Monday 10th October ¶ Day 1-Term 4 

¶ All students return in full summer uniform 

¶ HSC tutorials 

¶ Year 10 English Excursion in the morning 

¶ Year 9 English Excursion in the morning 

Tuesday 11th October ¶ ñAWEô Writing Program for Year 7-10 during Pastoral class 

¶ HSC tutorials 

Wednesday 12th October ¶ Year 11 Parish Mass today at 8.20am 

¶ Archbishops Student Leadership forum at St Mary's Cathedral 

¶ Year 8 and 10 SCS Religious Education test 

¶ Year 11 into 12 HSC Information Night in JPII Hall at 7pm 

Thursday 13th October ¶ Numeracy during Pastoral in morning session 

¶ HSC commences today 

¶ Year 7 Surf Safety talk during Period 4 

¶ Year group meetings Period 4 

Friday 14th October ¶ Summer sport 

Week 1(B) Term 4 
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Week 2(A) Term 4 

Monday 17th October ¶ HSC continues this week 

¶ Year 9 Camp leaves today 

Tuesday 18th October ¶ óAWEô (Academic writing excellence) program for all Year 7-10 students during 
Pastoral morning 

¶ Year 9 Camp 

¶ Night of Notables in hall ï 6pm 

Wednesday 19th October ¶ Year 7  Parish mass today at 8.20am 

¶ Year 9 Camp 

Thursday 20th October ¶ CCC Basketball Championships 

Friday 21st October ¶ Summer Sport 

¶ Senior Blood Bank visit 

¶ Girlôs Night In ï MLC 

Anthony Hulme 
Acting Assistant Principal 

Learning and Curriculum Matters 
 
 

2016 HSC 

This week sees the start of almost four weeks of HSC examinations for our Year 12 students and for the Year 11 
students who have been involved in the accelerated Mathematics program. 

Students are welcome to be at school studying in the library when they do not have examinations and they should attend 
the compulsory tutorials for each of their subjects, as they are scheduled.  

Any concerns regarding misadventure during the examinations should be directed to me as soon as possible and any 
student who has any kind of misadventure must make Mr. Dawes, the Presiding Officer, aware of it prior to the start of 
the examination.  

HSC 2017 Information Evening 

The 2017 HSC Information Evening is on Wednesday 12th October in the John Paul II Hall. It begins at 7pm and is 
expected to go for an hour. This night is a compulsory component of the HSC calendar for all students, who are asked to 
attend with at least one parent. Information regarding both internal assessment and BOSTES rules for the HSC will be 
provided. Students are asked to attend in full school uniform. 

A special invitation is extended to the students in Year 11 who will undertake their HSC in Mathematics in 2017, as part 
of the accelerated Mathematics program.  

2016 HSC Timetable Week 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Mirabello 
Leader of Teaching and Learning 

Date AM Time PM Time 

Thursday 
13th October 

English (Standard) and 
English (Advanced) 
Paper 1 

10.20am ï 
12.30pm 

Music 1 
  

1.55pm ï 3pm 
  

Friday 
14th October 

English (Standard) 
Paper 2 
  
English (Advanced) 
Paper 2 

9.25am ï 
11.30am 
  
9.25am ï 
11.30am 

Hospitality VET 1.55pm ï 4pm 
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Social Justice Sunday 25th September 
 

 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice Statement 

for 2016-17 was released on Sunday 25th September and 

is titled ñA Place at the Table: Social Justice in an ageing 

societyò.  

 

This statement celebrates the value, dignity and significant contributions of older people to the life of the community. It states 

that in solidarity with all generations, older people have a rightful place in the heart of community life. The Bishops confront 

the utilitarianism in our society that values people only for what they produce and contribute economically and that, at worst, 

regards older people as burdensome or dispensable. 

 

The Bishops call for communities of mercy and love ï where people 

reach out and minister to vulnerable older people, where bonds between 

generations are built up, and where no one is cast as a burden or as rivals 

to younger generations. The Bishops outline 10 steps we can take to 

create a place at the table for everyone. 

 

1. Give thanks ï We can all give thanks for the gift of a long 

life, either for ourselves or for family, friends and loved 

ones. How will we use this gift for the benefit of our 

families, communities and our nation? 

2. Get informed ï In Australia around 75% of men and 85% of women are now reaching retirement age with 

around 20 years of life ahead of them. What are the implications for Australia? Do we see the same benefits 

elsewhere, especially in poorer countries? 

3. Help your parish include older people in the life of the Church ï Ways to help include arranging transport to 

church, providing facilities for older people, Eucharistic ministers bringing communion to homes and nursing 

homes. 

4. Visit elderly people in aged care facilities, or at home ï Pope Francis challenges us to view nursing homes not 

as places where older people are hidden away but as the ólungs of humanityò. A visit may be simply talking 

together, a walk in the garden or a drive. 

5. Assist with activities in retirement facilities or in the community ï Most retirement facilities already have 

activities programmes, offering to help with these or volunteering your skills or assisting with Meals on Wheels 

or other activities can make a huge difference. 

 

Social Justice @ Aquinas  
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6. Older people, volunteer your time and talent ï Many older people already volunteer their time and gifts in 

many ways, in their families and communities. Checking in local papers or parish and community centres on 

ways to contribute time and talents. 

7. Listen to the stories and life experience of older people ï The memories that men and women possess are our 

heritage. Arranging a project to collect stories from older people creates history and archives of these stories. 

8. Find out your local Federal and State members policies on matters affecting the elderly ï Call on our 

political leaders to ensure the benefits of a longer working life extend to all, promote positive aging and the value 

of non-economic contributions of older people. 

9. Make plans in case of illness or frailty ï No-one likes to be a burden. We can lessen the strain on loved ones by 

making a valid will, and speaking with loved ones on how we would like to be treated in the event of illness. 

10. Plan to initiate and join in events over the coming year ï the Social Justice statement is current for a full 12 

months until Social Justice Sunday 2017. Join in 2016 and 2017 events for senior citizens or create an event for 

Seniors Week. 

 

 

For more information please contact your local parish or go to ï 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statements  

http://www.nswseniorsweek.com.au/events  

http://www.catalystfoundation.com.au/  

http://www.cotas.org.au/  

 

If you would like a copy of the statement and are unable to obtain a copy from your parish please see Mrs Monk for a copy. 

 
 
 

Mrs Julie Monk   - Social Justice Coordinator 

Social Justice @ Aquinas  

There will be a meeting for students who are interested in joining the  
 

Social Justice Committee THURSDAY A Week at lunchtime in Room 55. 
 

 We will meet once a fortnight. All welcome Years 7-12! 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statements
http://www.nswseniorsweek.com.au/events
http://www.catalystfoundation.com.au/
http://www.cotas.org.au/
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RUBY MOON 
 
On Thursday 27th October the Year 11 Drama class will be performing their adaptation of Matt Cameronôs play Ruby Moon. 
This production has been developed and rehearsed throughout the Elements of Production unit, where students learn about the 
various production roles which operate behind the scenes to bring a play from the page to stage. 
 
Ruby Moon is a fractured fairytale based on a little girl Ruby Moon who went to visit her grandma one day and never came 
back. It's a cold case now but Ruby's parents, Sylvie and Ray, are haunted by her disappearance. Their lives are spent 
compulsively putting together the few pieces of information and suspiciously interviewing their neighbours in the hope that a 
solution to the puzzle can be found. 
 
The Year 11 students have enjoyed the challenge of working on this quirky, absurd play, whose subject matter resonates 
profoundly in contemporary Australia. 
 
Families, friends and teachers are all invited to come and watch this performance on Thursday 27th October at 6.30pm in the 
Drama room.   
 
Danielle Cooper 
Drama Teacher 

 

 

If you can spare some time to read and write for Year 7 to 10 exams, please 

contact the school office and leave your contact details. 

When:  Monday 14th November to Friday 19th November  

Times:  Morning session - 8:50am to 12.45pm 

 Afternoon session - 1:15pm to 3:05pm 

 All Day - 8:50am to 3:05pm (Morning Tea and Lunch provided)  

 

  

 

 

 

No specific skills or knowledge needed 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  

SEMESTER 2 EXAMS 
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Students were challenged to: 
 

Below is the great work of Darcy Hunter of 8 Yellow, completed in 20 minutes in Tuesday Morning 
Pastoral. 
 
 

 

 

This large, uniquely shaped innovative lounge is used for people to watch movies on in amazing comfort. 
This machine has a slick navy blue frame which is contrasted with soft white cushioning. 
 
This unit has enough storage for all your viewing needs. The colour pallet is very pleasing to the eye. 
Although this piece of furniture fits under the banner of ótrendyô it would fit well in a theatre like room. 
 
Although this is quite a pleasing design it is not very practical. The colour pallet and shape mean that it 
wonôt fit in with any other furniture and the DVD racks donôt look particularly sturdy. 
 
One interesting part of this piece of furniture is the design. Although it is not practical in the slightest it has 
multiple cool features like the large TV and a large computer with a bookshelf behind the userôs head. 
 
Although it would not suit average d®cor it is a useful, aesthetically pleasing technology. 
 

Kate Wilson - Literacy Teacher 
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LITERACY SUPPORT for Year 11 Students and Parents  
 
This is a brief reminder that I am here to assist any students wanting extra support with their extended response and essay skills 
as they prepare for their HSC examinations.  
 
This may take the form of support in terms of:  
 

¶ structure,  

¶ clarity of expression,  

¶ expanding their vocabulary,  

¶ addressing the directive term  
or a myriad of other ways in which I can offer support.  
 
I am able to offer support in study periods, before or after school or 
lunchtimes.  
 
Please make use of this worthwhile offer of support earlier rather than later.  
 
Mrs Kate Wilson  
Literacy Teacher  
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ñReceive this time, it is his gift to you.ò 
 
 

 
On Wednesday 5th October WYD16 pilgrims were invited to go to Saint Maryôs Cathedral to take part in 
the Mercy Pilgrimage.  The day was led by our bus chaplain Father Daniel McCaughan and myself. The 
pilgrimage gave the opportunity for students to be presented with interesting facts, mass and a time to 
reflect on their faith journey thus far. Many thanks to Tina Gulisano for joining us.  
 
Miss Catherine Kilzi 
Youth Ministry Coordinator  
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The Rosary 
 

óThe Rosary & Prayer 

Intentionsô on every 

Tuesday @ lunché

Room 44. 

PROCLAIM: High School 
Aged Youth Group  

 
@ Holy Family Parish  
every fortnight  
Next gathering:  

 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ ρφÔÈ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÁÔ φ0- 
 

Check out the ñHoly Family Youth 

Movementò Facebook page. 

Attention WYD pilgrims 
 

SAVE THE DATE: WYD POST FORMATION SESSION 
 

WHEN -  THURSDAY  
 27TH OCTOBER 
 

TIME -  3.30PM-5.30PM  
 

WHERE -  MLC 
 

HOSTED BY CATHOLIC 

YOUTH SERVICES  
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UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Open 13 October 
 

8:00amð9:00am 
 

Please note the Uniform Shop only 
sells Sports Uniforms and School 

bags 
 

The Uniform Shop does not accept 
Eftpos or Credit cards 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

 
TIME: MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00-1:35, FRIDAY 10:00-12:45 

 
MONDAY  17/10 TONY SHELDON, KEVIN HUFF, ROSEMARY MORRISSEY 
TUESDAY 18/10 MELISSA RUPERTO 
WEDNESDAY 19/10 NATALIE DEL-GRANDE, ANGELA ODELLI 
THURSDAY 20/10 JO FINN, SIEN SMITH 
FRIDAY 21/10 JENNY KNOKE, VERONIQUE THIBAULT, REBECCA HARRIS 
 
MONDAY 24/10 MARINA KOUZMENKO, ANITA MORTON 
TUESDAY 25/10 SILVANA PIGNATELLI, MICHELLE WHEATLEY 
WEDNESDAY 26/10 SARAH RAYMOND, CATHY PRATT 
THURSDAY 27/10 KAREN DAVIS, CARMEL COSTA 
FRIDAY 28/10 CATHY FULTON, ARISTEA MARAKAS, EFFIE ARNDT, MARIA TSAVARIS 

 
There will be a  

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
sale 

 

WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER 
 

8:00am-8:30am 
Outside College Office 

 

If you have any donations, please hand them in to the 
office 

 

Thank you 
 

Most items are $5 


